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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE

GERALD SOLOMON

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 6, 1998
Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise

to pay tribute to GERALD SOLOMON, the distin-
guished gentleman from New York, as he pre-
pares to retire after 20 years of service to the
country and his constituents, the last four
years as Chairman of the House Rules Com-
mittee.

JERRY SOLOMON and I came to Congress to-
gether in 1978. In his ten terms representing
New York’s 22nd District in the House, his col-
leagues and his constituents have come to
know him as a positive force for common
sense legislation. JERRY’s legacy is one of
military preparedness, fiscal responsibility,
strong foreign policy and government account-
ability.

As a former United States Marine, JERRY
brought a unique knowledge of the necessities
of military readiness to his legislative agenda.
In the 1980’s, he worked to strengthen our
armed services, joining other exemplary lead-
ers such as Ronald Reagan in helping to en-
sure a peaceful end to the Cold War and the
United States’ position of strength in the post-
Cold War world. His work with the North Atlan-
tic Assembly and his mastery of NATO issues
proved an invaluable asset to the House as
we considered foreign affairs and national se-
curity issues.

But JERRY SOLOMON’s importance to the
House does not stop there. His colleagues
know him as a Member who recognized the
patriotism and dignity of this country’s veter-
ans and fought tirelessly to see that the gov-
ernment provided them the rights and benefits
they so richly deserve.

JERRY SOLOMON also devoted significant en-
ergy to securing accountability in our govern-
ment, taking a principal role in creating the
line item veto legislation passed by Congress
in 1996. And it is important legislation like this
that passes through JERRY’s hands each day.
As Chairman of the Rules Committee, he con-
tinues to dedicate himself to providing for the
smooth movement of the many and varied
pieces of legislation that come before the
House in each session.

His shoes will undoubtedly be hard to fill. I
join my colleagues in wishing a JERRY a fond
farewell and a successful retirement. We as-
pire to continue his level of leadership and
commitment.
f

AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON
THE JUDICIARY TO INVESTIGATE
WHETHER SUFFICIENT GROUNDS
EXIST FOR THE IMPEACHMENT
OF WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLIN-
TON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 7, 1998

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, this is a highly
emotional and complex matter. In the bright

light of historical significance, we must remem-
ber that this solemn result will become the
standard applied to future presidents, Demo-
crat or Republican. The issue is larger than
William Jefferson Clinton.

I want to emphasize that contrary to what
the media coverage may imply, Congress is
not obsessed with this matter. The full House
has spent a total of only 4 hours debating this
issue. During the same week in which this
vote was taken, the House and Senate ap-
proved House bill 8, my bill to crack down on
commuter vehicles from Mexico which do not
meet California vehicle emission standards.
The President is expected to sign the bill into
law. The House is also considering my legisla-
tion to hold Mexico accountable on its agree-
ments to fix sewage infrastructure in Tijuana.
Only Judiciary Committee members are con-
centrating on the impeachment inquiry. The
rest of us are working on important budgetary,
education, health care, environmental and So-
cial Security issues.

As you may know, I have always avoided
unnecessary partisanship, and have refrained
from criticizing the President’s every move
during his tenure. He is our elected President
and I am obligated by the Constitution to work
with him on behalf of my district. It is in the
best interest of our nation for Congress to re-
main focused on the important matter of gov-
erning our country, while allowing the mem-
bers of the House Judiciary Committee the op-
portunity to perform their duty of reviewing the
high volume of documents provided by the
Independent Counsel. As I said, Congress has
been working effectively on a host of other
issues.

However, today the full House of Represent-
atives was required to devote its time to con-
sidering the resolution from the Judiciary Com-
mittee requesting authority to proceed with an
impeachment inquiry. This was not a vote to
impeach President Clinton. Even a majority of
the Democrats on the Judiciary Committee
wanted to proceed with an impeachment in-
quiry. The difference between the Republican
and Democrat inquiry proposals was in its
length and scope. It is interesting to note that
even ‘‘The Washington Post’’ and ‘‘The New
York Times,’’ two newspapers whose editorial
positions are historically left of center, sup-
ported the Republican position on the length
and scope of the inquiry.

By a vote of 258 to 176 the House decided
to proceed with an inquiry. I voted with the
majority. Again, most of the Democrats voting
against the resolution were not opposed to
proceeding with an impeachment inquiry. They
simply had legitimate concerns on its length
and scope. They were requesting that the in-
quiry be finished by Thanksgiving of this year.
Under the resolution that was approved
(House Resolution 581) the inquiry will termi-
nate at the end of this year.

Though the President and others in public
life deserve some semblance of privacy, like
most Americans I am very disappointed in the
President’s decision to have a relationship
with a subordinate employee in the White
House. This type of behavior is unacceptable
in any workplace including in a hallway near
the Oval Office. His lack of judgment was ap-
palling for a man of his age and position.

However, the ultimate question before us is
not one of sexual conduct. It is whether per-
jury and obstruction of justice were committed
in the magnitude to require impeachment. I

am still reviewing the alleged impeachable of-
fenses outlined in the report and by the Judici-
ary Committee counsels. I am determined to
sort out the facts. This is why I supported the
resolution to proceed with an inquiry. Second
only to a declaration of war, voting on bills of
impeachment is Congress’ most serious duty.
Without a process to determine the facts there
would be no reasonable way to reach a deci-
sion on such a vote.

I, personally, hope that the evidence is not
substantial enough to require a constitutionally
mandated vote on impeachment. But, it would
be irresponsible of me to develop a final posi-
tion on impeachment until after the Judiciary
Committee has completed the impeachment
inquiry and all the evidence and rebuttals are
on the table. The Independent Counsel has
only submitted a preliminary report to Con-
gress because he believes that there was
enough evidence in the Lewinsky matter to
demonstrate perjury, witness tampering, and
obstruction of justice as grounds for impeach-
ment. Congress expects a full report on all of
the other allegations, including Whitewater,
Filegate, Travelgate, to be submitted by the
Independent Counsel in the coming months.

Despite unfortunate initial ‘‘jockeying’’ by
both sides, I have faith and confidence in my
House colleagues, both Republican and Dem-
ocrat, to ultimately perform this constitutional
duty in a fair and bipartisan manner. An issue
as grave as possible impeachment of the
President must not—in appearance or fact—
be driven by partisan considerations. We have
embarked on a very solemn process and it is
necessary for the House to remain dignified by
not allowing these proceedings to be taken to
a personal or political level. It is imperative
that the laws of our land be strictly followed
because next to sending our men and women
to war, this is our most difficult responsibility.

Like other parents, I have had a difficult
time explaining this issue to my children. Ulti-
mately, I used it as an object lesson: No mat-
ter how embarrassing the truth may be, hon-
esty is always the best policy. The President
could have spared the country, his family and
himself much pain had he told the complete
truth. Lying about an affair should be a private
matter between a husband and wife. Unfortu-
nately, the President was under oath in a judi-
cial process. Now the Congress and country is
forced to proceed under a constitutional man-
date. Congress must remain cognizant of the
fact that the result will be a standard to which
Presidents from now on will be held.

Many letters and e-mails to my office have
reflected a lack of understanding of the proc-
ess. I would like to reiterate that IF, AFTER
completion of the impeachment inquiry, the
House votes in favor of impeachment, it does
not mean the President is automatically re-
moved from office. The process would then
move to the Senate where he would be tried,
with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
presiding over the proceedings. It would take
a conviction supported by two-thirds (66 out of
100) of the Senate to remove the President
from office. Under the Constitution, there is no
authority given for the House and Senate to
‘‘censure’’ the President.

I will do everything in my power to ensure
that this matter does not overwhelm the impor-
tant legislative issues before Congress.
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN D’AMELIO

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in honor of John D’Amelio, the
president of the California School Boards As-
sociation of 1998 of his continuous efforts on
behalf of children and education throughout
his community and throughout the state of
California.

John D’Amelio, a retired teacher, has been
a board member of the Escondido Union High
School District in San Diego County for eight
years. In 1996 he was appointed by Governor
Pete Wilson to serve on the Commission for
the Establishment of Academic Content and
Performance Standards. D’Amelio has been
an active contributor to CSBA, and has served
as a member of the association’s Delegate
Assembly since 1990 and as a regional direc-
tor since 1992. In addition he has served on
a number of CSBA committees, including the
Legislative Network, Education Legal Alliance
Committee, Nominating Committee, Annual
Conference Committee and Assessment Task
Force.

Throughout his many years of serving the
community as a teacher and board member,
D’Amelio also found time to volunteer outside
of these roles. He founded a community orga-
nization for at-risk minorities, served as a di-
rector on a preschool board, and became a
classroom ‘‘grandpa’’.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to publicly thank John
D’Amelio for his dedication to the youth of
California. He is one who understands the
value of education and has had the generosity
to sacrifice much of his life to such a noble
cause.
f

A TRIBUTE TO DR. CHRISTOPHER
BEATTY OF JOHN T. MATHER
HOSPITAL

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
the House of Representatives to join my voice
with the John T. Mather Hospital community
as they honor Dr. Christopher Beatty of East
Setauket, Long Island, for his many years of
outstanding service and leadership, including
his tenure as the chief of General Surgery at
Mather Hospital.

On Friday evening, October 23, hundreds of
friends, volunteers and staff will gather for
Mather Hospital’s 33rd annual ‘‘One En-
chanted Evening’’ fundraising dinner. At this
year’s gala, Dr. Beatty will be honored with the
‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’ for his dedicated
volunteer service to Mather Hospital and the
community it serves. This year, in recognition
of October as National Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month, the proceeds from Mather Hos-
pital’s annual benefit will go to the Fortunato
Breast Health Center and Breast Cancer
Treatment.

For Dr. Beatty, winning Mather Hospital’s
‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’ has become
somewhat of a family affair. His father also

won the award in 1965 for his own many
years of service as a member of the Hospital’s
Board of Trustees. Dr. Beatty received his
medical degree from Georgetown University
and completed his internship at Roosevelt
Hospital in New York. Following a five-year
surgical residency, Dr. Beatty served his coun-
try as a Major in the U.S. Army Medical Corps
for two years in Stuttgart, West Germany.

A truly gifted surgeon, Dr. Beatty relishes
his chosen field because of the genuine satis-
faction he derives from being able to use his
talents to cure a sick patient. ‘‘Surgery is the
only branch of medicine where you can actu-
ally put your hands on the disease, take it out
and see the good results in a relatively short
period of time,’’ Dr. Beatty has said.

The only thing more important than surgery
in Dr. Beatty’s life is his family, his wife, Lind-
say and their daughters Shannon, Allison and
Devon. When not in surgery or spending time
with his family, Dr. Beatty tends to his many
rose bushes and is an avid tennis player and
runner.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join the en-
tire John T. Mather Hospital community as we
honor Dr. Christopher Beatty, a very deserving
recipient of the ‘‘Theodore Roosevelt Award’’
for his dedicated service to the hospital and
our entire Long Island community.

f

MARY MCAFEE WINS MILKEN
AWARD

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, during a time
when the kids of this nation search for role
models, Mary McAfee has become one to her
students. Zuni Elementary School principal
Mary McAfee was recently awarded $25,000
from the Milken Family Foundation. The
Milken award is given to only 160 educators
nationwide who display excellence in edu-
cation.

During her six years as Zuni Elementary’s
principal, Mary has improved curriculum, fo-
cusing on the enhancement of her school’s
technology, and for adapted learning to ‘‘real
world’’ situations. Teachers at Zuni think she
is an exceptional and caring principal, and one
of New Mexico’s best.

Mary McAfee is a role model for us all. She
has put in countless hours and effort to im-
prove our future by improving the schools our
children attend. Mary was nominated by her
co-workers to recognize the hard work she
has done to improve our children’s education.
And, she is just one of the great educators in
New Mexico.

Thanks to the Milken Foundation for rec-
ognizing one of New Mexico’s best, and
thanks to Ms. McAfee for her dedication to her
students and teachers.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK ‘HYLO’
BROWN

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, on the evening
of Tuesday, October 13, the people of John-
son County, Kentucky, are coming together to
pay tribute to Frank ‘‘Hylo’’ Brown, an old-time
bluegrass singer and songwriter from River,
Kentucky, in Johnson County, who has in-
spired bluegrass and country music lovers for
decades.

A talented inspiring musician, young Frank
Brown was born in River in 1922. He earned
the nickname of ‘‘Hylo’’ because of his incred-
ible vocal range, but it was his compassion
and insight as a human being and a musician
that have earned him the respect and admira-
tion of those who know him and his music.

Despite being a success on the bluegrass
music circuit, he has always remembered
where he came from—a small town called
River, a one-room school house, and a coal
miner’s heritage. Even today, fans still come
by the old home place where Hylo currently
lives to see his collection of memorabilia from
over 50 years of writing and performing.

Hylo once said, ‘‘I never set the world on
fire, but I made a living.’’ To the people who
know him, he did a lot more than that. That is
why the people of Paintsville and Johnson
County are paying tribute to Hylo, commend-
ing him for over 50 years of bringing music
into our homes and our hearts; being a Leg-
endary Bluegrass Balladeer; the loyalty he has
shown to Johnson County and the people of
eastern Kentucky; and the kindness and con-
sideration he has shown his fellow performers.

Hylo Brown has not only earned the right to
have his name forever placed alongside the
U.S. 23 Country Music Highway, in eastern
Kentucky, but he has earned our respect and
admiration—not just because of the joy of his
music has brought us over the years, but be-
cause of the good, decent man he has been
to all those he has known throughout his life.
I commend Hylo Brown, and I commend the
people of Paintsville and Johnson County for
recognizing his accomplishments.
f

HONORING PARAMOUNT UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THEIR
PEACEBUILDERS PROGRAM

HON. STEPHEN HORN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 9, 1998

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call
attention to an excellent program at work
among students in the Paramount Unified
School District in my Congressional District. It
is called PeaceBuilders, and its mission is
simple: to focus on the positive. It has been
proven, both through academic studies and
through the individual experiences of
PeaceBuilders’ participants, that a focus on
positive social relations rather than negative,
dangerous, or risky behaviors results in in-
creased school attendance, improved aca-
demic performance, and decreased violent
acts.
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